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away its goddess Nana to Susa. The Sumerian rule
of Ur was followed by the two Semitic dynasties ruling
one after the other. Among the kings following two
were important. Of these one was Ur-Enurta or
Ur-Ninurta and Rim-Sin; the latter belonged to a
family of rulers that had come from Elam and was
the contemporary and rival of the great Babylonian,
emperor Hammurabi.
2.    BABYLON
The city of Babylon had hitherto been an insigni-
ficant factor in the history of Akkad. It lay exposed
to attacks from the Western Desert and when fortune
smiled on the Amorite princes they did not fail to make
a debut on the Babylonian stage. Who the new con-
querors were it is difficult to say, but they were foreign
Semites beyond doubt. They made Babylon the chief
city of the land and raised the humble Marduk to the
status of the king of gods.
After the rule of a few kings of the dynasty Ham-
murabi succeeded to the throne and soon proved
his might among the princes. He gave to his kingdom
the status of an empire and he came to be reckoned as
one of the greatest kings of all times. He had inherited
the whole of the ancient Akkad but southern Baby-
lonia still lay open to the aggression of the Elamite con-
querors. He wrested from the powerful Elamite lord
of Larsam both Uruk and Isin. But soon Rim-Sin
reasserted himself and Hammurabi was not able to
register any more conquests in that direction. Later he
became restive again and subjugated a large part of
Mesopotamia. He made Shitullum, to the north of
Akkad, and Ashur, further north, which later became
the seat of power of the Assyrian empire, his tributary
states*
The tussle between Rim-Sin and Hammurabi
was great* It was natural too for both were neighbours